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WAS YOUR FLAG FLYING? 


Our members can set a fine example in 
New London and in other localities where 
they live by displaying the Flag of our 
country on appropriate holidays. 
izens of New London could do much better 
than they presently do, and you would be 
surprised the way a good example set by 
flying the Flag spreads. This has been 
shown in a certain section of our city 
where the idea spread to such an extent 
that one could stand out in the street 
on this past November I}th and count 
thirteen flags from that vantage point. 
This could readily be multiplied all 
over New London. 

Plans could be made right now for the 
next occasion. The Flag can be dis- 
played from a flag pole, from a staff, 
or by simply hanging it in the proper 
manner. On the days when our Flag is 
Flown, New London should be ablaze with 
banners. It takes so little effort, 
but means so much. 


HISTORIC PRESERVATION 


Since one of our aims is the pres- 
ervation of historic buildings and 
those or architectural value, it is 
interesting and encouraging to note 
success in this field in other places, 


ER 1967 


The cit- 


and to become acquainted with the way in 
which the project was accomplished. 

in New York City the famous 19th century 
Jefferson Market Courthouse at the corner 
of Madison Avenue and 10th Street was in 
danger of being demolished. A number of 
people in various fields became interested, 
and over the years worked to preserve the 
old structure. This has finally been 
accomplished with city funds. One important 
aid in the preservation of structures is 
to find a present use for such buildings. 
The interior of this building has been 
changed to become a branch of the New 
York Public Library. 

[t is pleasing to note that the NEW YORK 
TIMES considered this of sufficient im- 
portance to devote considerable space to 
the story accompanied by pictures in a 
recent issue. 


ACCESSIONS 


The Society is very grateful for the 
following gifts: 

Prescription book,1853-55, kept by 
Samuel Smith, 28 State Street (later, 
Starr Brothers! Drugstore) - Gift of 
Mrs. Carol Kimball, Mystic. 


Canopied four-poster Empire bed, Empire 
bureau, three trunks, orderly books, and 
papers, belonging to Gen. Henry Burbeck - 


ACCESSIONS (Cont'd) 


Bequest of Mrs. Alla Chandler Smith 
Chitty, Florida. 


Vol. 31, Conn. Hist. Soc., Collections- 
Gift of State Library. 


Rosman-Lawrence Family, by Mrs. A. 
Lawrence Jinks, Rochester, N.Y. - Gift 
of the author. 


STEAMBOAT BILL, Fall issue, 1967, and 
THE NINETIES, American Heritage Extra, 
both with articles by Gerard E. Jensen, 
and given by him. 


Boat cape, fore and aft hat, for- 
merly part of uniform of Admiral James 
E. Maher - Gift of Mrs. Maher. 


A BOLLES' PHONOGRAPHIC PRONOUNC ING 
DICTIONARY, 1846 - Gift of Mrs. C. L. 
Canfield, Old Greenwich. 

Vol. 3., Records of State of Conn. 
Purchased. 


CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 


Our Curator, Mrs. Knox, will again 
decorate the Mansion for the Christmas 
season. Do take a few minutes from ~— 
your Christmas shopping to drop in. 
The peaceful atmosphere of the house 
in holiday array will be a welcome 
relief from a hard day in the stores. 


MASSING OF THE COLORS 


A Veterans! Day Service with the 
Massing of the Colors took place at 
the Saint James' Church in New London 
on Sunday, November 12th at 4:00 P.M. 
[t was a very impressive affair con- 
ducted on an interdenominational basis. 
it is planned to have this ceremony at 
different churches in succeeding years. 
Rear Admiral George H. Wales, Retired, 
was the Chairman of the Committee of 
Arrangements. It is mentioned here in 
order that our members may be watching 
for an announcement in 1968 of the _ 
date when this ceremony will be held: 
again on or near Veterans' Day. You 
are urged to support this fine patri- 
otic event. 


ACTIVITIES SINCE THE LAST BULLETIN 


Sept. 26: The Annual Meeting was held on 


this date on the Mohican Roof. 
The usual reports were heard 
and a slate of officers sub- 
mitted by the Nominating 
Committee chaimanned by Adam 
Knox was elected. 

Following the meeting, Mayor 
Harvey N. Mallove spoke about 
New London's heritage and future, 
and then introduced Executive 
Director Wilbur Klatsky of the 
Redevelopment Agency. Mr. 
Klatsky tcld how urban renewal 
could provide proper surround~ 
ings and facilities for his~ 
torical structures, and how new 
land uses, new roads, and new 
parking facilities could bene- 
fit the Society's work. 

The officers elected were: 
President - Carlton F. Small. 
Vice Presidents - Edmund C. 

.. Johnston, Mrs. James E. Maher, 
and Sol B. Bernstein. 
Retording Secretary - Miss 
Hazel A. Johnson. 
». Finance Board - G. Laurens 
~~, Attwill, Chairman, Fred J. 

Smith, and Henkle Scott. 
Advisory Board - Mrs. Charles 

A. Allen, Mrs. W. Ellery 

Allyn, Sol Bernstein, 

Laurence A. Chappell, Jr., 

Charles B. Gardner, Miss 

{sabel Grimes, Mrs. Thomas G. 

Hart, Miss Margaret Heyer, 

Mrs. J. Warren Horton, F. H. 

Hunt, Miss Johnson, Edmund 

Johnston, Philip N. Jordan, 

Jr., Oscar A. Seaholm, Mrs. 

Stanton Latham, Mrs. James 

Maher, Edgar deN. Mayhew, E. 

Gorton Rogers, Henkle Scott, 

Fred Smith, Ralph Wadleigh, 

Miss Helen Whiton, and John 

Winthrop. 


Oct. 21: ‘Mr. Mayhew and Mr. Small were 


speakers at the meeting of the 
Antiquarian & Landmarks Society 
held at the Lyman Allyn Museum. 
Following the meeting many of 
those in attendance visited the 
Shaw Mansion. Members started 


ACTIVITIES (Cont'd) 
Ghtiuel= (Cont'd) 
to arrive at the Mansion 
shortly after.1:00 P.M.:and 
-were still entering at 4:00 
P.M. It was a pleasure to 
have people as interested as 
they were make the tour. 
Nov. 15: At the meeting of the Edgerton 
School P.T.0. at Edgerton 
School, our Society showed an 
exhibit of maps and pictures 
of old New London. The pro- 
gram for the meeting was based 
on the subject, ‘New London -- 
Past, Present, and Future,!! 


A POTPOURRI FROM PAST YEARS 


In indexing the Wall Scrap-books, which 
contain writings by Mr. Wall published in 
THE DAY some years ago, Mrs. Dwight Lyman 
has come across some very interesting and 
informative items. She has been kind 
enough to send a few in to the Bulletin 
for your perusal. 

Direct quotations are indicated, the 
rest is paraphrased: 


'tBack in the '30s of the last century 
little is recorded in the newspaper ad- 
vertisements about Christmas goods in the 
form of presents. In the '40s a little 


more attention is given as other merchants 


had added articles to their stock for 
Christmas presents. That same measure 
held through the '50s with the exception 
that more merchants were connecting 
Christmas with announcement of the goods 
they had for sale, but their advertising: 
space was increased but little. In 1880 
the Bee Hive had a third of a column 
devoted to Christmas goods. In the same 
paper W. H. Saxton, a jeweler, had a 
column, Sewing machines were advertised 
as Christmas gifts." 

Christmas advertisements were permitted 
to run into the first week of January 
without change. Silas K. Maxson, an old 
merchant who died in 1870 remembered 
that when he was young in the store 
business and was obliged to use any kind 
of wrapping paper, customers were asked 
to bring or send it back. 


POTPOURRI (Cont'd) 

WEIGHT WATCHERS? "A Fat Man's Club was 
organized in 1869 with Capt. George 
Eldredge as president whose weight was 
315 pounds. Vice presidents and their 
weights: Dr. Asa Holt, 232; George - 
Hobron, 230; Hiram Crooker, 235; Theodore 
John, 225; E. C. Holloway, 225; Eben E. 
Dart, 225; Joab Jeffrey, 213; George B. 
Howard, 210." 

(iA new silex mine in Lantern Hill, 
Stonington, was being worked by a company 
who expected to send 500 barrels of the 
material to New York that winter (1870). 
Silex was found in abundance in a very 
pure state three or four feet below the 
surface. After undergoing a thorough 
washing in a trough measuring 950 feet 
with water pumped 1000 feet uphill it is 
ready for the glass factory.'! 
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1873. "The whaling business was con- 
fined to a few ships while the sealing 
industry was beyond doubt greater than 
it had ever been. [t was a bonanza to 
its promoters for whom it provided riches 
far beyond their greatest hopes. One 
share of common stock carelessly set 
aside at the foundation of a company, and 
later given grudgingly to a worthy office 
man at the insistence of one of the 
incorporators, subsequently produced for 
the widow and orphans of the recipient 
more than half a million dollars." 

Whaling bark Nile arrived May 6, 1870 
after an absence of 11 years, having 
sailed out of New London May 24, 1858. 

In the 11 years, 11 months, and 12 days 
that she had been away from New London, 
the Nile had ten masters and had secured 
more than 10,000 barrels of oil. 

1869. "Lamplighter James J. Connor 
was notified by the Common Council that 
he must extinguish all lights at II P.M. 
with the exception of 25 that shall be 
kept burning until 1:00 A.M." 

"Three young women were baptized in 
Winthrop Cove by Rev. Allen Richards on 
Sunday, February 19, 1871." 
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POTPOURRI (Cont'd) 


Zebulon Briggs came to New London in 
1816 when he worked for a while ina 
bayonet mill in Bayonet Street. The bay- 
onet mill cosed its doors, and Briggs 
erected his oakum factory there. Later 
William Albertson made cotton gin parts 
there in a small way. 

“oO OK ow od 

Barber shops had traditionally been 
open until noon on Sunday for the con- 
venience of the traveler. About 1880 
the barbers themselves petitioned the 
City Council to close them on Sunday. 
Sunday closing was already in effect 
for meat markets. 

The Lyme Turnpike, surveyed in 1807, 
began at Bank and Tilley Streets, In 
order to span Coit's (or Bream) Cove 
and Shaw's Cove, Longbridge was built 
to make the connection with Howard and 
Reed Streets. Nathaniel Canada was its 
builder, and it was necessary for him 
to leave a sluiceway large enough to 
admit a rowboat as well as allow for 
the ebb and flow of the tides. 
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"The long brick block on the south 
side of Blinman Street, with its stone 
basement fronting on Bank at Lane A 
was built in 1831 and was the first 
apartment (as distinguished from tene- 
ment) house in the city.'' Great elms 
shaded it, and the reputation of its 
tenants was always high. Dr. Albert 
Hobron lived there for many years. 
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BUSINESS SIGNS: Red Lion Inn (Main 
St.) sign hung from the arm of a pole 
in the yard and showed a red lion, "but 
whether at bay or rampant cannot be said!', 
The Fox Tavern (Main St.) had a fox 
reaching for grapes. Washington Tavern 
(Bradley St.) hung a large swinging 
Sign of Washington on horseback. Job 
and Samuel Taber were at the sign of 
the Looking Glass; Dudley Denison’s 
drug store was at the sign of the Lion 
and the Unicorn, and Dr. S. H. P. Lee, 
who was also a druggist, used the sign 
of the Golden Mortar. "Many will re- 
member the big boot over shoe stores, 
the big pitcher in front of the crockery 
store and the plow on the roof of the 


POTPOURRI (Cont'd) 


hardware store. All these have gone with 
the things that were, and the wooden Indian 
alone remains. Newspapers have relegated 
the ancient devices to obdlivion,!! 
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Application was made to tie colonial 
government for a New London lighthouse, 
and in 1760 a lottery was granted to build 
it. This was the first lighthouse on the 
whole Connecticut coast. 500 pounds were 
to be raised, and after the light was com- 
pleted, a tax was laid on all shipping 
cleared out of any port in this colony, 
except vessels belonging to this colony 
bound for the port of New Haven westward, 
for the support and maintenance thereof. 

In 1801 this structure was superseded 
by the present one built by the central 
government, which at ‘that time assumed 
charge of the lighthouses. 


'tPeople are wont to complain at the 
bills of undertakers thoughtfully and 
minutely executed forgetting that under- 
takers get such tutelage from their 
patrons. Forty years ago (1876) the 
whole expense attached to a respectable 
funeral was about $45. Hacks were let 
at $2, and phaetons for less. But the 
sentiment that "nothing is too good for 
the dead!’ has greatly added to the former 
expense, and the well-conducted funeral 
of today (1916) costs $150. Hammond and 
Caulkins made caskets that nad a sale at 
$10, and others that sold for many times 
that amount,!! 

MOVIES 
There are a number of appropriate 
movies that we could show, if we had a 
machine or could have the use of one on 
occasion. Any help in this connection 
would be greatiy appreciated. 

Please send any change of address to 

the office. 
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Custodian in Residence: Mrs. A. P. Hamel. 
Corresponding Secretary and Curator: 

Mrs. Adam Knox. 
The Society's telephone number ts: 


443-1209 
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FROM: 


The New London County Historical 
Society, Shaw Mansion 

11 Blinman Street | 
New London, Connecticut 06320 
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